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which you find unfortunate, happened as well.) Temperamentally he took an analytical view of things. Besides, although he might contain within himself the seed of a deep-laid destiny, although he might even recognise the up-thrusting and the threat of it by more than one sign, the world which he envisaged in his reflections was a world of liberty, in which every action was the result of an individual decision and in which you could always imagine that one event could be replaced, corrected, by another.
This mental labour of his ended by driving sleep away altogether. As he found it more tiring to lie awake in the dark like this, he lit his lamp.
To the left of the bed, with its spotless sheets and blankets, lay the room, small, modestly furnished, but itself in perfect order too. His clothes were folded on a chair. His electric belt was laid on the night-table, beside his lamp and his watch.
" That business of the rue Taillepain is finished with-rather late, but satisfactorily enough. There's a place that's never going to see me again. To-morrow morning, at half-past nine, I'm meeting Leheudry at the corner of the rue Beaubourg, I'll take him to the Faubourg-Saint-Denis. I'll get him settled there. He's going to start cutting out his wall-paper under my own eyes*
€C The business of the rue Vandamme isn't so far advanced, unfortunately. Mixture of feelings about it. Grounds for anxiety there — complications that may have a sequel. Mustn't let myself take anything on trust or be just lazy about it. ...
" My visit to the concierge in the little passage ? Good in one sense; bad in another. I am numbered now among the people who may be mentioned to the police as having visited, or revisited, the scene of the crime. But I had to find out about things. I found out something worth knowing. She saw Leheudry. Just a few minutes before he burst in on me. Could she give a description of him ? No. Could she recognise him if they brought him there ? She might. That's bad. She says she hasn't mentioned it to anybody yet.

